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May  2010 

ñLittle Garden on the Prairieò 
 Plant Sale 

Saturday, May 22, 2010 
10 am - 3 pm 

Heirloom vegetables 
Native prairie wildflowers & 

Birdhouses 

Thanks to Aurora Frontier K-8 students and Graland   
Country Day 3rd graders for growing some of our  heirloom   

vegetables! 
 

We are participating in Plant A Row for the Hungry  
program this year.  Information on how you can join is 

available at gardenwriters.org 

What are Heirlooms?  

A vegetable is classified as 
an heirloom if it is           

open-pollinated and has 
been cultivated for over 50 

years. Heirloom seeds have 
typically been passed down 
by families from generation 
to generation. These are the 
same seeds our ancestors 

used to grow their           
vegetables, herbs, and fruit. 

Why Heirlooms?  

*Heirlooms Promote 
Plant Diversity  

 
Growing heirloom vegetables 

in your garden, and saving 
the seeds yourself, helps    
protect those plants from    

becoming lost forever.      
Promoting the diversity of 

vegetable plants will ensure 
your children, and grand-    

children, will be able to carry 
on our gardening traditions 
and those of our ancestors. 

Growing  heirloom vegetables 
in your garden can offer many 

advantages over growing  
hybrid or genetically  modified 
varieties of the same crops. 

*Heirloom Varieties 
Have Outstanding  

Flavor  

It is widely understood  among 
most growers that heirloom 
varieties generally provide a 
rich and flavorful vegetable 
when compared to similar   

hybrid varieties. 
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21901 E Hampden 
Ave 

Aurora, CO 80013 
303-693-3621 

Fax: 303-693-3379 
Info@plainscenter.org 
www.plainscenter.org 

 

The Plains  
Conservation  

Center exists to 
bring the natural 

wonder of the  
prairie into the 

realm of personal      
experience by: 

 
PRESERVING 

A remnant of the     
eastern Colorado 

high plains;  
 

EDUCATING  
The public about 
its natural and    

cultural heritage; 
and 

 
NURTURING  

Sound              
conservation and 

environmental  
ethics. 

 
Plains Conservation 

Center Board of        
Directors  

President - 
Gordy Tucker  
Vice President - 
Rebecca Smith 
Secretary - 
Edward Butterfield 
Treasurer - 
Daniel Parker  
Andy Cole 
Leo Greunke 
Frani Halperin 
Chris Spivey 
Susan Taylor 
 
 

Making It  
By Priscilla Marshall 

 

Spring is coming to our short grass 
prairie and weôre looking forward to the 
greening grass, perky flowers and new 
babies of the animals that call the    
prairie home. For the homesteaders of 
Coloradoôs short grass prairie in the 
1880ôs, another hard year was just 
starting and food supplies had to be 
stretched several more months.   
 
During the long days of winter, settlers 
had listened to the howl of the wind, 
fought their way through deep and 
shifting drifts of snow to attend animals 
and fed the voracious belly of their 
stoves to stay warm.  With springôs 
lengthening days, it was time to       
prepare the fields for planting and work 
to put seeds in the ground in time to     
capture the anticipated wet spring 
snows and soaking rains.  Failure to 
get the seeds planted before the 
storms or if the moisture did not       
materialize would mean another     
season of poor crop yield and the 
specter of hunger or even starvation 
the next winter.   
 
With the stores of Denver City a two 
day wagon trip and no money or excess crops with which to barter, the        
homesteader familyôs very survival depended on their ability to grow enough food 
to eat not just during the summer and fall, but also through the winter and spring   
until new crops could be harvested.  By early spring, supplies of food that had 
been stored in the root cellar, dried, pickled, smoked or ñput upò were gone or   
reduced to just a few items.  Daily meals of beans and cornbread fed the belly but 
left spirits low.  No wonder then that imaginative and cunning cooks might create 
a tasty treat from what was at hand.  Wouldnôt maple syrup be lovely on the    
cornbread?  But where does one find maple syrup on the prairie?   
 
Surviving another year on the  
homestead meant stretching       
supplies to the limit and maybe  
coming up with clever imitations of 
favorite foods that were not       
available.  They were determined 
people.  Anything was possible. 
Wasnôt that why they had moved 
west? 

 
Pioneer Recipe:  

Imitation Maple Syrup  
Boil 1 dozen clean red corncobs, for 1 to 2 
hours, in enough water to leave nearly 1 
pint liquid, when done.  Strain, add 2 lbs. 

brown sugar, and boil until thick as desired. 
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New and            
Renewing      
Members  

 
 The Plains            

Conservation Center 
wishes to thank the    
following people for 
their supporté.. 

 
 
 

Phillip Campbell 
Peggy Castle 
Ron Claussen 
Kevin Corwin 

Kimberly Daniels 
Mallon Family 
Peter & Chris       

Arneson 
Ann Bonnell 
Sandra Doe 

James & Tatiana 
Macduff 

Katie Navin 
Bob & Joyce 

Rickard 
Tana Rosenberg 
Steve Schilling 

Heather Shepley 
Elizabeth Blair 
Sarah Cooper 

Curt Cullen 
The Damon Family 

Camien Gertz 
Terri Tiehen 

Drew & Robin  
Paterson 

Bob Warner 
Markus Botwinick 

Dan Parker 
Linda Broeren 

Lisa Grosz 
Lynne & Dick Jones 

John Paul and 
Sarah Martinez 

Eva Ralston 
Shelly Hoffman 

 
 
 

 

Save the Date - July 23rd -2010   5:00-8:00pm 

Imagine a hot July afternoon, after working       
outside, what would taste better than a cold beer 
while enjoying live music and a fantastic view of 
the mountains?  Jack Keables, an illustrious,    
long-time volunteer knew it was a good idea when 
he  suggested it as an annual fundraiser.  Hops 
for Habitat has grown over the years and we invite 
you to join in the fun. 
 Brewers from across the Front Range 
share their various craft beers, served in a      
commemorative glass for your collection.  There 
will be beers for every taste and lots of tastes for   
everyone!  Root beer and water will be flowing as 
well.  Golden Flame Hot Wings restaurant is     
donating the finger food and Petals of Spain is 
back this year, rocking the prairie with their music. 

We wish to thank  Namaste Solar for their support of this great event. 
 Unique to Hops for Habitat are the prairie wagon rides, with naturalists    
sharing the magic of the prairie at sunset.  You can finish the evening by making a 
sômore at the campfire. 
 Mark your calendar for July 23

rd
  5 pm ï 8 pm. Tickets cost $30 each and 

you can enjoy knowing that your delightful evening helped support the PCCôs work 
of prairie preservation and education.  Who knew drinking beer was good for the                
environment?  Please see our website for registration and  information. 

Special Visits to the Plains Center  
By Kathy McClintock  

 
 

Every visitor has their own special story of why they venture to 
the PCC.  Some have seen the tipis as they drive by and are 
curious why they are here. The open area lures many to find 
peace or look for raptors.  And there are those with a long time 

curiosity of history who want to experience Wells Crossing as it comes to life on          
Saturdays. The reasons are as unique as the thousands of visitors that we have each 
year. 
 Recently, I heard a story that made me smile. Teacher JoAnn Ehrlich has been 
bringing her students here since 1995.  Her daughter was one of them.  Her students 
each year always reassure her that ñthis was the best field trip everò.  Each year, JoAnn 
says that she learns something new that amazes her.  Most recently she learned that the        
Black-Footed Ferret is not found any more in Colorado but can be found 
in parts of Wyoming after reintroduction efforts. 
 Joannôs daughter recently married and for her first Valentineôs 
Day as a married woman planned a romantic evening by bringing her 
husband to the Plains Center to enjoy a Full Moon Walk.  What a special               
gift sharing nature with those you love. 
 I am pleased that the PCC is an important part of the Ehrlich 

Familyôs history and they continue to support it while sharing it with    

others. Perhaps your family is due for a visit soon! 
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Reservations are         
required  for most                       

Plains             
Conservation  

Center programs.   
Please call  

303-693-3621  
or register online at  

www.plainscenter.org 
 
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA AND  
MASTERCARD  

PAYMENTS FOR 
ALL  

PROGRAMS! 
 

All programs are  
offered at our Aurora 

site: 
21901 E Hampden 

Ave 
Aurora, CO 80013 

 
For directions, call   
303-693-3621 or 
check online at  

www.plainscenter.org 
 

Dress for the  
outdoors;  extra    

layers and sturdy 
shoes or boots are  

recommended.  
Children 14 yrs and 

younger must be  
accompanied by an 

adult. 
 

 

Discover Your Local Prairie!  
Spend a Saturday exploring this fascinating environment.  The second         

Saturday of each month boasts a different topic led by our expert staff or    
members of the Denver Metro scientific community.                                     

Close to home, yet worlds apart!  

Walk with a Naturalist, 3rd Saturday of the month: 5/15, 6/19, 7/17, 8/21  

9 am - 10:30 am Have some fun with naturalist Art Elserôs quick wit and eagle eye. 
Heôs sure to show you something new.  You can also check out Artôs reports on our 
website under ñRecent Sightingsò.   RSVP!  Free 

Other Events 

ñDiscover Your Local Prairieò  programs are 
held the second Saturday of each month  

Reservations are REQUIRED.   
Call 303-693-3621 or register online at  

www.plainscenter.org  

 June 12th    8 -9:30am   Digital Nature Photography  

Ever wonder what all those buttons and settings are on your camera?  We will open 
early for this class to get good lighting and see potential wildlife. Doc Holiday will 
lead the morning with a brief talk inside followed by a Wildlife Safari Adventure 
where you will receive further ideas and practice getting that great shot.  
Please bring: your digital camera, walking boots, water, tripod or monopod, and 
zoom lens if you have one. 
RSVP required  $5 /member, 6/ non-member 

Kids 12yrs. and younger;  $5/ member, $6/ non-member 

 

July 10th  1 -2:30pm   Grow your own Pizza  

From grinding the wheat into flour and making the mozzarella cheese to harvesting 

the basil to season the tomato sauce, weôll make pizza from scratch.  The wood 

burning stove probably never baked pizza in the good old days 

but weôll use it to bake our home grown pizzas. 

RSVP required  $10/member, $12/ non-member 

Kids 12yrs. and younger;  $5/ member, $6 /non-member 

 

August 14  1 -3:00pm   Cowboy Camp  
Have your son/ daughter become a Colorado cowboy or cow-
girl by dropping them off for some ole-time fun. They will learn 
skills such as roping, blacksmithing, and branding as well as 
playing games and doing chores. It all happens in Wells Crossing, our historic farm 
of 1887. This popular program will fill quickly, register soon! 
RSVP required  $10 / Member  $12 /non-members    
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Prairie Preschool Companions  

Plains Conservation Center  
PROGRAMS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Full Moon Walks  
Join a naturalist and stroll the prairie by the 
light of the moon.  Each month highlights a 
different topic.  A campfire and marshmal-
low roast follows each moon walk.  Dress 
for the weather and a walk!  Moon walks 

are held snow, rain, or  moonshine! 
7:30ï 9:00 pm  

Members Free/Non-members $5 
Appropriate for ages 8 ï adult 
RESERVATIONS REQIRED 

Preschool is held every Tuesday and Wednesday from 9-10am        

$6/ preschooler 

May - Discover Prairie Plants  
Grasses, flowers, trees and build your own prairie 

 
June -Find Furry Friends  

Coyotes, Prairie Dogs, Pronghorns, Jack Rabbits,  
& Bats 

 
July - Find Insects and Spiders  
Bugs, Spiders, & Insects...Oh My! 

May 27, 2010  Thursday   Wildflower Moon  
Celebrate the vibrant colors of the spring as you walk and identify prairie wildflowers and 
their uses by people and animals.  A complimentary journal will be provided for you to 
sketch and record this memorable experience. 
 

June 26, 2010   Saturday   Grass Moon  
Be dazzled as you ponder the thread that holds the prairie together.  Realize the 
unique attributes of an assortment of prairie grasses.  Then, under the light of 
the grass moon, consider the often overlooked importance of grasses to our 
world. 
 

July 26, 2010   Monday   Thunder Moon  
Donôt ignore the rumbling thunder during this month of severe weather.  The 
ñthunder godsò might be telling you important tales of weather.  Listen as thunder speaks 
about weather facts and fiction under the light of the full moon. 
 

August 24, 2010  Tuesday   Heat Moon  
Experience an evening of a different sort as you discover the Cheyenne 
lifestyle of the early 19th century.  Envision using available prairie        
resources to survive while playing Cheyenne games, tasting customary 
foods, listening to stories, and more. 

 
 

 

Sunset Safari  
Wagon Rides  
Saturdayôs        
7-8:30pm  

 

Memorial Day 
Weekend thru   

Labor Day    
Weekend 

Members Free / $5 
for Non-members 

 
A perfect way to 
end the day, at 
least we think 
so!   Enjoy our 

spectacular Front 
Range View and 
the calm of the 

prairie as the sun 
sets.   A wagon 

ride will take you 
to the heart of 

the Plains Center 
where you might 
see a  variety of 

animals. A   
campfire and            
marshmallow 

roast will follow.    
Bring the whole   
family, friends or 

just  
yourself!  


